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A ESB8 This month | would like to " 3
celebrate those of you that “Step Up” to serve isthe ( " $"
The folks I'm speaking of aren’t part of any progra "7
they aren’t looking for recognition, and those they n &
serve are grateful!l The only way their deeds are " D "G
known, is because someone shared with me what they
had done. Just some of the things they do? Grocer # I ?2 C7 ) "
shop for home-bound members; become a $ " (

“grandparent” to a child without a biological A 1 I # "
grandparent nearby; call those that are sick and a0 (G (. =
volunteer to come by and check on them, accompany : T < & &
them on doctor visits, or bring by a meal; babgsit -

couple that need a parenting break, send a carallor
someone who is need of support, prayer and
encouragement; give anonymously to meet financial
needs; share their mechanical expertise — you ftame
and it has been done in Jesus’ name. These people
have “restless eyes:” they are always seeking those
that have a need.

A local church has a wonderful quote on their
sign, “Well done is better than well said.” Weanft
think about serving more than we actually follow
through! It is easy to feel overwhelmed by thewgna
needs that surround us, especially during these ! $ I
difficult financial times. Wouldn't it be great vfe " ( $ $ "
could be known as the church that sees the needs of - $
others? Wouldn’t our hearts be joy-filled if wecha # $ #
determined to quietly meet just one need a week? A 3 :
month? Wouldn't it be wonderful to see what God 2" (% " AS$ C$ I"(
can do with a heart that is seeking to serve others ! A$S *>%$

| recently heard my phone vibrate during a >
meeting. Following the meeting, | checked the /) ( " ( $
message, and found it was from a friend, “just $$ $ #
checking on you.” Our schedules didn’t allow ewen / ) AS$
return phone call, but just knowing that she was $ " "%
thinking of me and lifting me up in prayer meant so "$ c >
much. $ "l #

By serving others, we are best following the
self-sacrificing example of our Lord!
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A “Go To” Church

“We need to become a ‘go to’ church again,” Robert
Schnase, United Methodist Bishop for the Missotgbaa
offered this inspirational and directional dreanttte gathered
assembly attending “Bishop’s Day” at Albion Colldége
March.

According to the Great Commission of Jesus we are
supposed to be in the “go to” business. Do yoaltdesus’
charge to his disciples, “Go ye therefore intatladi
world...making disciples of all nations.” Jesus doesissue
here an invitation for complacency.

Your pastor and his lovely bride are getting some
recent new experience in “go to.” We have signedooan
exercise program through our Annual Conference tHgd&n
that is encouraging walking with a goal of 10,00ps a day.
We wear “pedometers” during the day to mark oupste
10,000 steps translates into 5 miles or 90 minotegalking a
day. Before the contest commenced we wore ourmetios
for our normal daily routine. In a typical day arm the office
| averaged 2,500 to 4,000 steps from rising inntleening till
retiring at night. You can guess that being iritarl about
getting in 10,000 steps a day requires a majastiife
adjustment. We are rising earlier and reducingchqotato
time. We are stretching muscles that haven't hese in
awhile and making new habits that are giving us eaergy
to handle life. We are motivated to do this “gbatieration
in our habits for multiple reasons. Those who ceta@nd
accomplish the 10,000 step goals are eligible fraaving. If
we win the drawing a contribution will be made he Holt
Food Bank. A great book we just finished entitf&unger
Next Year” awakened us to new research on the hiuoodn
that suggests our bodies rejuvenate with an hodaiy
exercise. People who work out tend to stay healibinger.
And we both want to look good in the family photbat will
be taken at a wedding we will attend later this sem We
are learning that “go to” requires intentional démn making
and active engagement. “Go to” is active in casitta the
more passive “come to.”

The Methodist movement began with John Wesley
who was a “go to” leader. Wesley didn’t stay cortdbly
inside the walls of his Anglican church. He tobk tmessage
of Christ’s saving love to the fields where thenfiers labored,
to the factories where strangers to Christ wereleyepl.
Wesley organized people into Methodist ClassesSuouieties
which often met in people’s homes and throughoeitvikek.

Christian ministry that matters is mostly a “go to”
affair. When an earthquake hit Haiti earlier tygsr we
didn’t expect Haitians will come to us for assistamnside our
church at our designated hour on Sunday morninghée
name of Jesus Christ, servants of our Lord areggimirHaiti,
sending goods to Haiti, receiving offerings thall e
delivered, not picked up on our schedule. Our lrans
District will be planning a District volunteer inigsion trip to
Haiti for 2011 at our Super Sunday Event on Novenig8

so if the Lord is calling you to serve in this wggt yourself
ready to say yes.

Bishop Schnase reminded us that the ministry of the
church often is out in the world at the invisibkriphery
where our lives intersect with those who are nei@igristian
nor part of our congregation. Examples of plabes the
church needs to “go to” with the gospel include jaiils, our
bars, our casinos, our secular places of employmensing
homes, hospitals, courtrooms, or the fence linguin
neighborhood. Bishop Schnase mentioned how hbd&s
able to serve as a witness in airports and hotkikewe is on
the road traveling. He reminded us that effectitteess is
often just being an attentive listener. You ddvdve to travel
very far at all to hear the sighs of great stres$p see the
tears of grief, or to touch the face of unemploytento
glimpse the discouraged posture of the lonelytelnimg and
being attentive can open up the door to convenssitioat
really matter: about God, about purpose in lifequab
relationships and values, about why loving Jesusesa
difference for you, about the value you've foundéing a
part of a worshipping community.

The Bishop noted that in many places we have dettle
in to the habits of the comfortable as a “comedalirch. Our
culture used to cooperate. There were days mast oén still
remember when TV, School, Government, and Business
policies all lent support to keeping the Sabbatly,Hwonoring
Judeo-Christian values, and attending church od&un
morning. While Sunday morning is still importaatrhost of
us at Holt UMC our culture is no longer cooperatiodpring
persons automatically to our doors in droves. Besses are
open 24/7, satellites and the internet have chatigediay we
communicate forever, sports teams, casinos, emggpye
shopping malls, and television all compete for affiections
even in time set aside as sacred.

The need for the church and effective witness and
service for Christ has never been greater. Childred youth
need nurture and guidance, now more than ever riagas
need help in communication and conflict resolutiooyv more
than ever. Single persons need to know that therpersons
who care, now more than ever. In a transient sptiat daily
is growing more global people need community thattens,
now more than ever. In a culture where our ertartant
idols often mock authority, glorify rebellion agatriraditional
values, demean authentic faith, and flaunt God’s
commandments, we need a love for God, now moredkan

| am not suggesting that we stop having our worship
here on Sunday mornings. | am echoing Bishop Saisa
heart felt sentiments. Each of us are agentsefsus]Christ.
Ministry is not “Glenn’s” job alone. We are eaddled by
Christ to serve and not just on Sundays in chuiidie places
where our service matters may very well be on Rritdght at
11 P.M. while you are waiting to check out at thecgry
store and standing in line with a total strangeo\ghbuying a
lot of food. You comment, “It looks like you aregparing for
a party.” They respond, “We’re preparing for adrad lunch
tomorrow. My Mother died this week.”

Can you sense the opening that Christ has calléal us
“go to?” How about, “I'm sorry for your loss. Hoiw your
family handling it?” And later, “Was your Motherraligious
woman?” Effective listening can open doors to @éeep
conversation. The stranger at the check out cowvitienot



likely move from that conversation through the atudoors
on Sunday morning but your effective listening ao#ering
of unmerited grace to a burdened soul can gentigau
someone who is lost in the direction of God'’s love.

| am grateful for the many ways those of us who
belong to this great church are actively engagdeelping our
church to stretch in “Go to” directions.

On Easter Sunday morning we will be sending
another mission team to Red Bird. Team members hav
worked since last fall to raise the funds and prepa
themselves for this significant exercise of faittam pleased
to run into church members volunteering in our litagpand
our schools. Itis a great sign that this summemiVl be
planting a new garden at Aspen Lakes and havedeneng
team that is part from this church and part froseehere in
order to grow produce for the Holt Food Bank. | grateful
for the ministry of this building which providesasge for
groups like an ALS Support Group, Expectant Paremd
YMCA Volleyball among others. We have devoted merabe
of this congregation who are engaged in vital ntigigvith
special needs adults. There is no limit to God® ty”

It is OK for the church to spend time turning indiar
for nurture. Our worship, small groups, and fekbup are
important ministries. But we must not forget thasus
balanced the inward life with an outward call. 1Baing his
crucifixion the Bible remembers how Jesus’ disgdheiddled
together in an upper room. They had the doorsddaut of
fear. The risen Christ appeared to them, bledsedisciples
with his peace, breathed on them the gift of thé/F’pirit,
and sent them out from their hiding place as hisegses to
the world. The call of Christ is outward. We #re “go to “
people.

So “come to” church and be blessed to “go to” the
world where we live with God'’s love.

Love,
Glenn
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At the recent Bishop’s day at Albion College, Bipho
Robert Schnase, who serves as the Episcopal |efader
Missouri for the United Methodist Church, told thtery about
how Methodism came to Missouri. The Bishop noteat &
decade before it became legal to do so, Methodisis
lllinois brought the gospel into what was then a&rfeh and
very Catholic frontier. Even before the LouisiaRarchase
added Missouri to the United States, lllinois Metists
carried the gospel in a Methodist package to Migsolio get
there, they had to cross the Mississippi River. thdlit a
bridge!

Imagine yourself, standing on the bank of thatrive
Have you ever seen the Mississippi? That is on@steo
river. It is deep. Itis wide. It is powerfullts current can
drag you under. It is relentless. From whereahdtto the
other side looks like forever, a Grand Canyon sidistnce.
My knees quiver at the thought of crossing thissbeathout a
bridge or a plane.

The Bishop asked, “What would move you to cross [
that river?” % # | &' ot &
Would you cross it in order to save the life of you $) $* 1 # +

R N S
$ Y# 10 $ . _—)

child?
Would you cross it to propose marriage to a person
you had fallen in love with?
Would you risk your life to cross it for meaningful # + !
employment on the other side? % + + & 112
Methodists crossed the Mississippi before thereavas #$ $ $ $ ++3% 340/5607 /7
bridge to share with others the grace of JesussChrNot 0& 8 9::: ::< $&
fluffy, easy, Jesus loves us all grace. The gthaemotivated I "7 --
these early missionaries for Jesus to risk life &mb for
people they hadn't yet met was daring, and lifengjirag.
Jesus shared grace when in the front of a murderous
mob he risked his life to offer forgiveness to anvem caught
in adultery. Jesus shared grace when in the pcesea leper
so toxic that contact with him could render Jesusatcast in
his own community he offered healing. Jesus shgrade
when in a crowd he offered legitimacy to a tax-ector
pariah named Zacchaeus. Do you know the gracesoisJand
his love in such a compelling way that you areinglto cross
the great rivers in front of us to share that lovith others
who need it? Will you cross your driveway to getkinow
your neighbor? Will you cross the office to helae story of
the colleague you've been working with for twengays but
haven'’t yet learned anything about their life odesihe office? [
Will you cross town to volunteer as a mentor in fodool?
Will you give up time on a Sunday to tell Kathie @&th
you'll volunteer to teach youth? Will you risk egtion to # $ %
invite a friend to join you for worship some Sun@ay &'( non '( nn
The greatest gifts we ever give may not be monetary %
at all. The gifts that matter most are the onesgive of ) + )
ourselves leading with our heart in gratitude fonri€t's # % - + # +
greater gift for us.
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We're going camping at Lake Michigan
United Methodist Camp , set in the beautiful
woods along the sand dunes of the Big Lake!

You may choose from several types of sites,
and each site has its own picnic table and fire pit.

Cost is $28 per night per campsite, which
includes a family of up to 6. Additional family
members are $3.00 per person per night. RV's
using air conditioning are charged an extra $4.00
per night.

Important: all campers must pay for two
nights’ stay, even if you will only be there one night.
Also, those who come for just the day will be
charged a $10.00 per car fee.

A deposit of $28.00 is needed to secure

your reservation and is due immediately. Balance
due by April 30. Please make checks payable to
“Holt United Methodist Church.”
Even if you have previously indicated an interest,
we need to have you fill out the form below and turn
it in to the church office, put it in the offering plate,
or give it to Patty Leonard.

Name:

Phone:

# in party and
ages:

Prefer to Camp: tent platform (sleeps 6)

own tent small camper
motor home trailer
other

(specify)

Amount Enclosed: $







